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NEW ZEALAND TO HOST ASIA PACIFIC BUSINESS LEADERS

Auckland, New Zealand is the venue of the first meeting of the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC), to be held 12-14 February 2023. Around 150 participants including senior business leaders and APEC senior officials are expected to attend.  The meeting is the first APEC meeting being chaired by the United States in its 2023 APEC year.
The NZ International Business Forum (NZIBF) is partnering with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Auckland Business Chamber to host this important event, which will showcase New Zealand’s commercial strengths to this influential audience.

Background
APEC (Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation) is the region’s leading inter-governmental forum for economic co-operation.  21 economies from the Asia Pacific region are members, representing over 70 percent of NZ exports.  APEC Leaders meet annually to free up trade and investment, promote sustainable and inclusive economic growth, build the foundations for the digital economy and set the economic direction for the region.

ABAC is the voice of business in APEC and the principal source of business advice to APEC Economic Leaders.  Three business leaders from each of APEC’s 21 economies are appointed to ABAC by their respective Head of Government. Many of them are expected to attend the Auckland meeting, which will be chaired by Dominic Ng of ABAC USA.
APEC senior officials will also meet in Auckland at the same time, ensuring that the Auckland event will be a unique meeting point for government and business.

The ABAC meeting will be held at the Cordis Hotel in Auckland 12-14 February 2023.  
Understanding the opportunity

Hosting an event of this significance provides a means to continue to consolidate New Zealand’s economic and commercial relationship with the APEC economies which account for over 70 percent of New Zealand exports and imports and a substantial proportion of foreign direct investment.   

The event takes on particular importance after three years of Covid disruption and at a time when New Zealand is actively seeking to develop further the economic relationship with the United States and other Asia Pacific economies.  Recent economic times have been hard for many, and particularly so for business.  This event will assist in helping chart a course out of current difficulties.

Recognising this opportunity, the New Zealand Government, through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, has undertaken to provide a substantial proportion of the funding required.

Significant sponsorship from the private sector has been secured and we express our thanks to our major sponsors:  Xero, HSBC New Zealand, Fonterra, Silver Fern Farms, Genesis Energy and the Auckland Business Chamber. 
Creating value

The New Zealand business community will have an opportunity to interact with ABAC delegates at two social events:
· A welcome reception with invited guests, hosted by Fonterra.
· A gala dinner attended by senior New Zealand political leaders, business leaders and community representatives, sponsored by Silver Fern Farms.
In addition visits to selected businesses will be organised during the meeting.

About ABAC

The APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) was created by APEC Economic Leaders in 1995 to give them advice on business sector priorities.  Each APEC economy is represented by up to three members of the private sector, appointed by their respective political leaders.  They represent a range of business sectors, from the very large to small and medium enterprises, and include leaders of some of the region’s leading companies.

ABAC meets four times a year in different locations around the Asia Pacific region. The final meeting each year coincides with the APEC Leaders’ Summit when ABAC members brief the APEC Leaders in person on key business issues and priorities.  

The ABAC New Zealand team currently comprises Anna Curzon, Rachel Taulelei and Malcolm Johns, together with Stephen Jacobi (Alternate Member) and Stephanie Honey (Lead Staffer) and Glen Candy (Project Manager).  NZIBF provides advice and support to ABAC New Zealand.
A list of the current ABAC members is attached at Annex A.

Provisional Programme
Day Zero (Sunday 12 February)

1130
Mihi Whakatau

1200
Informal lunch
1300
Informal session

1400
Dialogue with Senior Officials 

1800
Welcome reception
Day One (Monday 13 February)
0830
Opening Plenary

1030
Business visit 

1300
Themed lunch 

1430
Sustainability Working Group meeting

1830
Gala Dinner

Day Two (Tuesday 14 February)

0830
Economic Inclusion Working Group meeting
1045
Digital Integration Working Group meeting

1300
Themed Lunch

1430
Business visit
1730
Closing plenary

1800
Informal drinks to conclude
For further information

Information about the meeting can be obtained from:

Stephen Jacobi

Executive Director
NZ International Business Forum
Cell:  0294 725 502

Email:  Stephen@jacobi.co.nz
ABAC New Zealand

February 2023
ANNEX A

MEMBERS OF THE APEC BUSINESS ADVISORY COUNCIL
Australia

Ms. Michaela Browning
Vice President and Head, Government and Public Policy for Asia-Pacific
Google
Ms. Gabrielle Costigan
CEO
BAE Systems

Mr. Tom Harley
Managing Director
Dragoman Pty. Ltd.

Brunei Darussalam

Ms. Hafimi Abdul Haadii
Director/ Shareholder
LVK Group of Companies

Ms. Suzanna Suharju
CEO
Imagine Sdn Bhd

Canada

Mr. Timothy Dattels
Partner and Chair, Asia
TPG

Ms. Janet De Silva
President and CEO
Toronto Region Board of Trade

Mr. Joseph Fung
Managing Partner
Saltagen Ventures

Chile

Mr. Ramón Jara
Director
Antofagasta PLC (UK) 
Antofagasta Minerals S.A.

Ms. María Olivia Recart
Director
Pacific Steel Company

Ms. Mónica Retamal
Executive Director
Kodea Foundation

China

Mr. Hu Houkun
Deputy Chairman, Huawei Board of Directors and Rotating Chairman
Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd. 
Mr. Liu Liange
Chairman
Bank of China Ltd.

Mr. Ning Gaoning
Chairman of the Board
Sinochem Holdings Corporation Ltd. 

Hong Kong, China

Mr. Nicholas Ho
Chairman
hpa (Ho & Partners Architects Engineers & Development Consultants Limited)

Ms. Mary Huen
Chief Executive Officer, Hong Kong
Standard Chartered Bank (Hong Kong) Limited

Ms. Marjorie Yang
Chairman
Esquel Group

Indonesia

Mr. Anindya N. Bakrie
Chief Executive Officer
PT Bakrie Global Ventura

Ms. Shinta Kamdani
Owner and Chief Executive Officer
Sintesa Group

Mr. Kartika Wirjoatmodjo
President Director 
PT Bank Mandiri (Persero) Tbk.

Japan

Dr. Nobuhiro Endo
Executive Advisor
NEC Corporation

Mr. Fumiya Kokubu
Chairman of the Board
Marubeni Corporation

Mr. Hiroshi Nakaso
Chairman
Daiwa Institute of Research Ltd.

Republic of Korea

Mr. Sam-Kwon Kang
President
Korea Venture Business Association

Mr. Hyunghee Lee
Vice Chairman
Korea Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Mr. Kyung Shik Sohn
Chairman
Korea Enterprises Federation

Malaysia

Datuk Ruben Emir Gnanalingam
Group Managing Director
Westports Holdings Berhad

Dato Rohana Tan Sri Mahmood
Chairman
RM Capital Partners

Tengku Muhammad Taufik Tengku Kamadjaja Aziz
President and Group CEO
Petroliam Nasional Berhad (PETRONAS)

Mexico

Mr. Sergio Ley
Executive Vice President and Asia-Pacific Chairman
Mexican Business Council for Foreign Trade,
Investment and Technology (COMCE)

Mr. Guillermo Miller
International Affairs Vice President
Mexican Chemical Manufacturers Association (ANIQ)

Mr. John Anthony Santa Maria
Chief Executive Officer
Coca Cola FEMSA

New Zealand

Ms. Anna Curzon
Chief Product Officer
Xero

Mr. Malcolm Johns
Chief Executive
Christchurch International Airport Ltd.

Ms. Rachel Taulelei
Co-Founder
Oho

Papua New Guinea

Mr. James Gore
Managing Partner
Gore Consulting

Mr. Isikeli Taureka
CEO
Laba Holdings Limited

Mr. Chey Scovell
Chief Executive Officer
Manufacturers Council of PNG

Peru

Mr. Alfonso Bustamante
CEO
CFI Holdings S.A.

Mr. Guillermo Ferreyros
Chief Executive Officer
Savia Peru

Mrs. Julia Torreblanca
VP of Corporate Affairs
Sociedad Minera Cerro Verde

Philippines

Mr. Sabin M. Aboitiz
President and CEO
Aboitiz Equity Ventures, Inc.

Mr. Tomas Alcantara
Director
Alsons Consolidated Resources, Inc.

Ms. Joanne de Asis
Chairperson
Globe Capital Partners LLC


Russian Federation

Mr. Oleg V. Deripaska
Chairman of the Supervisory Board
Basic Element

Mr. Kirill Dmitriev
Chief Executive Officer
Russian Direct Investment Fund

Mr. Andrey L. Kostin
Chairman and CEO
VTB Bank PJSC

Singapore

Ms. Elaine Lam
Executive Vice President
Head of Global Corporate Banking
OCBC Bank

Mr. Lam Yi Young
CEO
Singapore Business Federation

Mr. Wong Wai Meng
Chairman
SGTech

Chinese Taipei

Dr. Ted Chang
Chief Technology Officer
Quanta Computer

Mr. Jason Chen
Chairman and CEO
ACER Inc.

Mr. Jamie C. Lin
President
Taiwan Mobile

Thailand

Mr. Poj Aramwattananont
Vice Chairman
Thai Chamber of Commerce

Mr. Kobsak Duangdee
Secretary-General
Thai Bankers Association 

Mr. Kriengkrai Thiennukul
Chairman
The Federation of Thai Industries

USA

Ms. Laura Lane
Executive Vice President 
and Chief Corporate Affairs Officer
UPS

Mr. Dominic Ng
Chairman and CEO
East West Bank


Viet Nam

Mr. Dang Thanh Tam
Chairman
Saigon Invest Group

Dr. Nguyen Thanh Hung
Founder and Chairman
Sovico Group

Mr. Pham Tan Cong
Chairman and President
Viet Nam Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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