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The relationship between digital tech and the climate response
UNCTAD Digital Economy Report 2024

• Digital technologies can play a key enabling role in the 
climate response

• Digital technologies can help improve energy efficiency, 
cut emissions in important sectors (e.g. transport, 
construction, agriculture, energy) and support innovative 
solutions for adaptation and Just Transitions
Ø We will shortly hear from Mitchell Pham on this

• At the same time, there is an urgent need for 
sustainable strategies throughout the digital lifecycle

• Environmental impacts are generated from raw material 
extraction, waste generation, and from usage of digital 
technologies (including the energy needs of compute for 
AI and other emerging tech)

Source: UNCTAD Digital Economy Report 2024
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ABAC has proposed that APEC develop a Greener Trade Framework
• Based on a set of agreed principles (GATT/WTO, MEAs)
• Structured according to the ABAC Climate Leadership Principles
• Aims:

• to create an enabling environment for the trade tools needed in the climate fight
• to avoid green protectionism

Leveraging trade for climate: 2024 workstream

Introduction by Brett O’Riley

Reductions

Adaptation

Just Transitions

Digital technology is a key enabler 
across all three pillars, and should be reflected 
in a future APEC Greener Trade Framework
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Introducing Mitchell Pham, ONZM

Co-Founder and Director, CodeHQ
Chair, Augen Vietnam
Director, Easy Crypto
Strategic Advisor, Chief Digital Officer, TradeWindow
Entrepreneur-in-Residence, University of Auckland Business School

Former Chair of NZTech, FinTechNZ, Digital Council of New Zealand
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CLIMATE CHANGE WORKSTREAM

Recommendations

• Members to note the presentation on the ‘Technology for Emissions Reduction: A 
Framework for Aotearoa’s Climate Technology Roadmap’, including its key message 
on the importance of a well-designed strategic climate response roadmap which 
integrates digital technologies;

• Members to continue to advocate for a Greener Trade Framework, including the 
integration of digital technologies in the Framework.


